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TRANSPARENCY IS THE ANTIDOTE 
TO HYPOCRISY AND LACK OF IT IS 
A SIGN OF DISHONESTY 

^ PROF-ASIK S. KIRARE ■ FRIDAY, 10 AUGUST 2018 


This reminds me of the words of an American Founding Father who was the principal author 
of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson, who was also the third president of 
the United States from 1801 to 1809. He said: 


‘’Honesty is the first chapter 
in the book of wisdom” 


One important Question: Do you share everything with your life-partner? Do you 

know that Keeping secrets tears down the walls of any relationship and causes the partners to 
grow apart, transparency is the glue that holds the union of any relationship together through 
the years. Because Keeping everything out in the open is what takes away the power to create 
division. Transparent honesty brings everything into the light, it takes power out of the 
Enemy’s hand. 

It's sad perhaps but true: Because people nowadays have a difficult time being transparent to 
their loved ones. Why can’t we embrace transparency? Just telling the truth, being open and 
honest with your people. By people I mean those who gave you their heart, mind and soul! 

Unfortunately, many people today believe that withholding information from their soulmates 
is better for the relationship, but the fact is that, Keeping secrets, burying information, are all 
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invitations for demonic influence. 

I see no way of regret if we build our relationships through transparency. This is because, In 
the absence of trust, love is just a deceit. And if there is trust, then Hanging your strategic 
plans on the walls for both of you to see is inevitable and vice-versa. In the words of Joseph 
Barber Lightfoot who was an English theologian and Bishop of Durham: ‘’There is no 
persuasiveness more effectual than the transparency of a single heart, of a 
sincere life.” Therefore, lack of transparency results in distrust and a deep sense of 
insecurity. Thus, giving your loved ones Myopic vision. 

It seems simple, but it is not. There is a difference between honesty (tell the truth) and 
transparency (let the truth be obvious to everyone). Transparency is one of hardest values 
to approach in any relationship, as many people are stuck on secrecy and fear. 

Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. Fear is the stronghold that keeps us on the enemy’s territory and 
allows him to build a stronghold within our behavior for fear the secret will come out. So why 
do we fear to tell our soulmates every truth if indeed, they are truly our beloveds? I strongly 
believed that people chose secrecy and tricks over Honesty and transparency when they don’t 
feel secure (mistrust) or because they are inherently bigoted deceivers who plan evils in the 
dankness and therefore, they cannot appear in the light for fear that their evil will be 
exposed. 

Mark you! Lies don't fit snugly into disguises. Eventually the cloak falls off and you're left 
staring at the naked truth which is always an uncomfortable situation. This reminds me of 
the words of Francois de La Rochefoucauld: “We are so accustomed to disguise 
ourselves to others, that in the end, we become disguised to ourselves.” 

WHY DO WE FEAR TO SAY THE TRUTH? WHY DO WE SHY AWAY FROM IT? WAS IT 
REALLY THE TRUTH FROM THE BEGINNING OR JUST LIES & DECEIT IN DISGUISE? 

I don’t know about you, but I was raised under the premise that cheating is bad. Our 
Generation is been characterized as the age of science and technology. But perception is not a 
reality. The reality is that this generation is the Age of utmost deceit, open and competitive 
lewdness, where guys are after sex while girls are after money, where Marriage becomes a 
business, where parents sold out their daughter in the name of marriage. It is just a lie! Not 
every woman is a wife, even though every wife is a woman. The difference is that a woman 
has a price but wife has an uncompromised value, honour, and dignity that no amount of 
money can purchase. This is main reason why there is too much mistrust and deceit between 
couples which give birth to severe and pervasive sexual harassment. More and more, We are 
hearing friends discuss cheating together as though it is the most common thing in the world. 
Some men even going as far as calling women their ‘side chicks’ and referring to always 
having backup sexual partners while their wives are at home. It would seem that cheating is 
becoming glorified as times goes on, and that serious relationships are becoming a rarity if 
not impossible. There are billions of ways in which this cheating manifested in our society 
today: 
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1- Some fathers may conceal some sickness or fault that may be present in the daughter, 
not telling the suitor so that he may have a clear picture. Then when he goes in unto her on 
the wedding night he discovers the sickness or fault. 

2- Some fathers and guardians of women, if the suitor asks to see the woman - which is 
permissible so long as the conditions stipulated in Islam are met - give him permission to do 
so after they fill her face with all kinds of colours and dyes, i.e. “make-up”, so that she will 
appear beautiful to him, but if he looked at her without that mask of make-up he would not 
be pleased with her. 


Is this not 
cheating 
which leads 
to great 
corruption 
of the rights 
of both 
husband 
and wife? 



BEFORE AND AFTER MAKEUP 


Another form of cheating done by some women - especially those who are older - is when 
they file their teeth to create nice-looking gaps between them, thus making an older woman 
look young, so that the suitor will think that she is young, then when he marries her he 
discovers that she is very old. The Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) cursed the women who file their teeth for the purpose of beauty and alter the creation of 
Allaah. 

3- Some guardians marry off the female under their care without making the effort to find 
out about the suitor and how religiously committed he is or what his attitude is like. This is a 
kind of cheating and wrongdoing against the wife. 

4- Another kind of cheating in marriage is when the suitor pretends to have what he does 
not, to make it appear that he is a man of status and that he owns a lot of real estate and cars. 
He may even go to the extent of hiring a luxury car, spending thousand of dollars, to give the 
impression that he owns it, when in fact he does not own anything. 

5- Another kind of cheating is when some people praise the suitor before the people whose 
daughter he wishes to marry, speaking of him in the highest terms and describing him as one 
who prays and is righteous, even though this suitor does not even know the way to the 
mosque. 

Enough of this cheating and deception which destroys homes and breaks up families! 
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Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that 


Allah said: AJU SjIjp Ajjjj < 3 jjj Gta ^ Jill* Vj Ai^l Vj 

Good and evil are never equal. Repel evil with good, and your enemy will 
become like an intimate friend. (Quran 41:34). In other words, Allah was telling the 
prophet that (Mohammad), know that goodness and evil are not equal. Therefore 
resort to the nicest response [to the worse treatment]. It is only then that your 
worse enemy may turn to be your best friend one day. 

First, it was said that goodness and evil are not equal, as if to say: Although apparently your 
opponents (or even enemy disguised as beloved one) might have raised a dreadful storm of 
mischief and evil, as against which goodness might seem absolutely helpless and powerless, 
yet evil in itself has a weakness which ultimately causes its own destruction. For as long as 
man is man, his nature cannot help hating evil. Not only the companions of evil, even its own 
upholders know in their hearts that they are liars and wicked people and are being stubborn 
for selfish motives. Not to speak of creating dignity and honor for them in the hearts of 
others. It lowers them in their own esteem, and causes their morale to be weakened and 
destroyed in the event of every conflict. As against this evil, the good which appears to be 
utterly helpless and powerless, goes on operating and working and it becomes dominant in 
the long run. For, in the first place, the good has a power of its own which wins the hearts and 
no man, however perverted and corrupted, can help esteeming it in his own heart. Then, 
when the good and evil are engaged in a face to face conflict and their nature and 
merits become apparent and known, after a long drawn out struggle, not many people would 
be left, who would not start hating the evil and admiring the good. 

Second, it was said that evil should be resisted not by the mere good but by a superior good, 
as if to say: If a person treats you unjustly and you forgive him, it is the mere good. The 
superior good is that you treat the one who ill-treats you with kindness and love. 

The result would be that your worst enemy would become your closest friend, for that is 
human nature itself. If you remain quiet in response to an abuse, it will be mere goodness but 
it will not silence the abuser. But if you express good wishes for him in response to his 
abuses, even the most shameless opponent will feel ashamed, and then would hardly ever be 
able to employ invectives against you. If a person doesn’t miss any opportunity to harm you, 
and you go on tolerating his excesses, it may well make him even bolder in his mischief. But if 
on an occasion he gets into trouble and you come to his rescue, he will fall down at your feet, 
for no mischief can hold out against goodness. However, it would be wrong to take this 
general principle in the meaning that every enemy will necessarily become a close friend 
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when you have treated him with the superior good. There are such wicked people also in the 
world, whose inimical nature will never change for the better no matter how tolerantly you 
may overlook their excesses and how benevolently you may react and respond to every evil 
committed by them. But such devil-incarnates are as few in the world as the embodiments of 
goodness are. 


Yes It is not Easy to offer 
back love and kindness 


Allah said: ^ V) Uliij Uj Ijj^a V! Uliij Uj 

And none are ever enabled to attain to it (such great virtue) save those who are patient (in 
adversities and against the temptations of their souls and Satan), and none are ever enabled 
to attain to it save those who have a great part in human perfections and virtues. (Quran 
4i:35). 

Although a very efficacious recipe, it is not easy to use. It requires a great will power, 
resolution, courage, power of endurance and full control over one’s own self. A man may act 
benevolently in response to an evil done, on an impulse, and there is nothing extraordinary 
in it. But when a person found himself within the midst of mischievous and greedy people 
intoxicated with this dunya, who do not feel any hesitation in violating any bond of morality 
and trust, it requires extraordinary grit to go on resisting the evil with good, and that too with 
the superior good, without ever showing any lack of restraint and self-control. Such a work 
can be accomplished only by him who has resolved with a cool mind to work for the cause of 
upholding the truth, who has subdued his self to intellect and sense and in whom good and 
righteousness have taken such deep roots that no corruption and mischief of the opponents 
can succeed in deposing him from his high position. This is a law of nature. Only a man of 
very high rank is characterized by these qualities; and the one who possesses these qualities 
cannot be prevented by any power of the world from attaining to his goal of success. It is in 
no way possible that the depraved people may defeat him with their tricks and deceptions. 
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Seek Allah’s help 


Allah said: ji Ajj^L gl h°u^ i Ulj 

(This quality is difficult to attain because Satan, your impulsive emotions and rogue people, 
will try to instigate you.) Hence, if a prompting from Satan stirs you up into anger, seek 
refuge with Allah (recalling this admonition immediately). Behold, He is all Hearing, all 
Knowing. (Quran 41:35). 

Do not let your current intuition control your principles. At all times, you must maintain your 
path of decency and nobility, goodness and righteousness. But if at some time you happen to 
commit an unworthy act, even if it is in retaliation against a grave injustice, both of you 
become equal, and the opponents also get an excuse to counter one blamable act with a 
thousand abuses. That is why it has been said: Be on your guard against the 
deceptions of Satan. He will incite you as a well wisher to take note of every abuse and 
every insult and attack and urge you to pay the opponent in the same coin, otherwise you 
would be regarded as a coward and weaken your image of strength. On every such occasion 
whenever you feel any undue provocation, you should take care that this is an incitement of 
Satan who is arousing you to anger and wants you to commit a mistake. And after having 
been warned, do not be involved in the misunderstanding that you have full control over 
yourself, and Satan cannot make you commit any mistake. This high opinion of one’s own 
power of judgment and will is another and more dangerous deception of Satan. Instead of it 
you should seek Allah’s refuge, for man can save himself from mistakes only if Allah helps 
and grants him protection. 

The best commentary of this subject is the event which Imam Ahmad has related in his 
Musnad on the authority of Abu Hurairah. He says that once a man started uttering 
invectives against Abu Bakr in the presence of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Abu Bakr 
kept on hearing the invectives quietly and the Prophet (peace be upon him) kept on smiling 
at it. At last, when Abu Bakr could restrain himself no longer, he also uttered a harsh word 
for the person in response. No sooner did he utter the word, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
was seized by restraint, which appeared on his face, and he rose and left the place 
immediately. Abu Bakr also rose and went behind him. On the way he asked: How is it that 
as long as the person went on abusing me, you kept quiet and smiling, but when I also said a 
word in retaliation, you were annoyed. The Prophet (peace be upon him) replied: As long as 
you were quiet, an angel remained with you who went on replying to him on your behalf, but 
when you spoke out, Satan came in place of the angel. I could not sit with Satan. 

After seeking Allah’s refuge against the storm of opposition, the thing that brings patience 
and peace and tranquility to the heart of the believer is this conviction, Allah is not unaware. 
He knows whatever we are doing as well as that which is being done against us. He is hearing 
whatever we and our opponents utter and watches the conduct of both of us. Allah is Seer 
of what you do. (Quran 57:4). On the basis of this very conviction, the believer entrusts 
his own and the opponents of the truth’s affair to Allah and remains satisfied. 
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Treat others as you wish to 
be treated 


Love for the sake of Allah is one of the strongest bonds of faith, and is one of the most 
important foundations on which Muslim society is based. It is the basis by means of which 
ties of friendship and harmony among people are attained, so that they love one another, visit 
one another, are sincere towards one another, intermarry, enjoin what is right and forbid 
what is wrong, thus attaining true Islamic brotherhood. Through it people find the sweetness 
of faith in their interactions, companionship and friendship. 

Ahmad (18524) narrated from al-Baraa’ ibn ‘Aazib, that the Prophet (blessings and peace of 
Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed the strongest bond of faith is to love for the sake 
of Allah and hate for the sake ofAllah.” [Classed as hasan by the commentators on al- 
Musnad; also classed as hasan by al-Albaani in Saheeh at-Targheeb (3030)] 

Love for the sake of Allah is one of the greatest acts of worship and one of the best of 
righteous deeds. 

Al-Bukhaari (13), Muslim (45), and an-Nasaa’i (5017) narrated from Anas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) 
said: “By the One in Whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, no one of you truly 
believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself of good.” 

If faith, which is obligatory, is not complete unless one loves good for one’s fellow Muslim 
and hates evil for him, then loving the Muslim himself and being allied with him is more 
important and is of a higher level. Then what can we say to those who are specialized in 
cheating people? 

Therefore, We need desperately to instill this message in our hearts so that we might stir the 
conscience and be aware that Allaah is watching all that we do, without the need for any 
human supervisor. We must be clear in our words, actions and we must live by our words. 

He it is Who has created the heavens and the earth in six stages, and is 
established on the Throne ofHisAlmightiness of Supreme Control. (7:54), 
(10:3), (13:2), (20:5), (23:59), (32:4), (37:4). He knows all that enters the earth 
and all that comes forth from it, and all that descends from the sky, and all 
that ascends therein. And He is with you wherever you may be. And Allah is 
Seer of what you do. (Quran 37:4) 

May Allah help us, ameen. 

By Abubakar Suraio I. Kirare 
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